TheHills of Rivermist Water Balloon Fight
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The Water Balloon Theory
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collapsed twice before, or to HERE »
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San Antonio planners.
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Thatexpansive claglone should havalertedplannersand caused them to question theisdam of develoging there But
instead, Centekuilt a huge retaining wall andddedtons of fill dirt to create lots with a view that they could sell for a
premium price What kind of soil was used for thefilirt, and was it properly compacted? We may nekeow since Centex
quickly removed it. Now, lmost two months after thavidely publicized wall collapdand evacuation or dozens of families,
which we chronicle online, Centex submitted designs to the City of San Antonio to fix the wall. But does aalpttank this
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A theory first presented bipr. David Petléiwas that a rotational slip in the soil caused the retaining wall toHilreferred to
A O tde scarg  IpyiriRed to visual evidence below the wédee image below)hatmay sound like an act of God, but it
actuallysupportsmy Water Balloon theorgind argument that evethe new wall desigrithat Centex has proposed flawed

! Homeowners of Texafhttp://homeownersoftexas.oryis a nonprofit consumer group giving consumers a voice
in the legislative process and protecting people from corporate atshe homebuilding industry.

2Web Soil Survey Analysis of the Hills of Rivermigtp://homeownersoftexas.org/Rivermist_Soil_Survey.pdf

¥ Web Soil Surveya free service dSDANatural Resources Conservation Service, updated 10/26/2009
http://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx

*L ySardAntonio's The Hills of Rivermist wall collapse gets ol attentionz ¢ | h¢ OKNRY A Of Sa
with a repository of >50 videos, >50 photos, >30 print articles, and links to official information sd@ees.
http://homeownersoftexas.org/Rivermightml)

51 95Qa [ I yhiRod/fakeBShdslidébdd@blogspot.com/2010/02/rivermisubdivisionin-san

antonio.html Dr. David Petley &geograpy profession and seffroclaimed landslide expert at Durham University
in the United Kingdom
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When tons of black clay fill
dirt wasadded to the
naturaly expansive clay soil
alreadyon the site, the
inevitable was justvaiting for
torrential rains toadd
millions of gallons of water
andcreateéaf | lbéhind a
poorly constructed retaining
wall.

Clay soitan be as hard as a
rockwhen dry, but when
saturated with waterit can
be squishy like a water
balloon.Think aboutwhat
happens when you squeeze
one end of the ballooiw the
other end bulges outWith
that in mind, it makes sense

that if you put tons of squishy

clay on one side of the
retaining walljit will likely
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oe heave

squish out underneatfexplaining the toe heave, lateral scarp, and deformed fence line in the ifetey refers to

The Centex Plan

CentexPulterecertly submittedthe following plangto the City of San Antonio, blisee nothingn the plans that followio
prevent the water balloon effect from happening again. In my opinion, the only way to do that would be with a concrete
footing anchored to bedrock below. Note how theptmgraphical map data showing native slope is overlaid over the satellite
view of the homes. This helps show just how muchdiitl was added.

® Centex Design Exhibitstfp://www.sanantonio.gov/dsd/centexconceptdesignexhibitsg
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SIDE VIEW OF PIER-PANEL WALL : DOUBLE WALL SECTION
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